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The Glendale Union High School District must hold a special elec-
tion with approval by the majority of voters to continue the current 
maintenance and operations (M&O) budget override. The Govern-
ing Board has authorized a Citizens’ Committee to review the M&O 
budget in order to make recommendations on whether or not to call 
for the election and to recommend program cuts or reductions if the 
override funding is not continued.

Public presentations are being planned to provide information 
and to gather input from our community. The format calls for the 
communities of three schools to gather at one location. While it is 
preferred that you attend the presentation with your school, if your 
schedule does not allow for this, please feel free to attend any of the 
presentations. Your attendance and involvement in this decision-
making process is important to the students of our district.

If you have additional questions or need more information, please 
contact the Community Relations Department at 623-435-6001 or 
email prdept@guhsdaz.org.

Graduation
Monday May 21, 2018 at 8:00 pm

Grand Canyon University 
3300 W. Camelback Road

Phoenix 85017
Tax Credit

 The deadline for tax-credit dona-
tions is April 15, 2018, to make a 

credit toward your 2017 taxes.

GUHSD to hold election for M&O budget override

What is a Maintenance and Operations Budget Override?
A school district’s budget is limited by law. Yet school districts may ask 

voters for direct funding to supplement budget allocations from the Leg-
islature. With approximately 85 percent of the M&O budget used for staff 
salaries and related benefit costs for the district’s 2,000 employees, commu-
nity support is necessary to maintain current programs or services.

Glendale Union High School District

THUNDERGRAMThunderbird High School

Dance show set for April
The music is being cut, the costumes are being or-

dered, and the THS dancers are rehearsing daily for 
the upcoming Spring dance recital, “LET’S GROOVE!” 

The April recital is our biggest performance and fun-
draiser for the Thunderbird dance department. We 
have a cast of more than 200 dancers that perform 
several numbers, adding up to more than 32  dances 
in all.  While our performers entertain, our student 
technical and stage crew are responsible for keeping 
the show running smoothly with several backstage 
duties and more than 80 light cues and 65 sound 

Michelle Condor
Dance Teacher cues. 

The show runs three nights on April 19, 20 
and 21. The curtain goes up at 7 p.m. Pre-ticket-
ed audience members are seated first between 
6:15 p.m.  and 6:30 p.m. There is no assigned 
seating. 

Tickets may be purchased starting two weeks 
before the show in the THS bookstore, before 
school, after school and during lunch. Tickets 
will also be sold at the door.  All tickets are 
$7.00 each.  Audience members who decide to 
buy tickets at the door the night of the shows 
will be seated after 6:30 p.m.

Please come see the dance recital and sup-
port all our wonderful and talented THS danc-
ers showcased in this performance. You will be 
treated to dances of all levels and many styles. 
We hope to see you there.

Remember if you would like to be in THS 
dance and in our recital, ask your counselor to 
sign you up for beginning dance for fall of 2018. 

If you have prior dance experience please 
contact Ms. Condor at Thunderbird High School 
for an audition. Auditions give her the oppor-
tunity to see you dance before fall, and to de-
termine if  you can be placed in a higher level 
dance class.

NJROTC inspection
Frebruary 14 was the Annual Military Inspec-

tion at Thunderbird for the NJROTC members. 
This is a day where the platoons are graded and 
observed while being critiqued to the high-
est standards.  Fifty-four of  99 cadets received  
“Outstanding”  as  their letter grade on  the  in-
spection.  The  other  45 received  “Excellent.” 
The  Area  Manager  commented  that  “All  Four 
Phases - personnel inspection, pass and review, 
cadet brief, and space  tour - were superb.”

Principal Jeannie Paparella 
and administration show their 
support each year for the AMI 
by attending and thanking the 
NJROTC members. 

Thunderbird is a proud member 
of the Glendale Union 
High School District 
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THS reading event approaches

 THS Reads, Thunderbird’s book-talk night, is coming Tuesday, 
April 24, and NOW is a great time to start reading. Here is what you 
need to do: choose a book from the list, read the book, attend the 
book talk night to discuss on Tuesday, April 24 at 6:00 p.m.

Some classes may even offer extra credit for participation. 
Get involved! READ!!! 
English teachers should have a list of participating teachers and 

books hanging in classrooms or check out the display in the Media 
Center to see what’s offered. Many of the books are available for check 
out in the Media Center. Sign up with participating teacher or see Mr. 
Fowler in the media center to sign up. We have many copies of this 
book to check out or find it on OverDrive. Also, the Media Center will 
host annual book fair sponsored by local book sellers, Phoenix Book 
company in the Media Center, April 2-5.

Alex Fowler 
Media Center Director

Todd Ahern, SIP teacher: 
The SIP Community Explorers and 
teacher Todd Ahern visited Phoe-
nix Fire Station #33 (23rd ave and 
Cactus) to interact and become 
more familiar with firefighters. The 
Community Explorers met several 
first responders, toured the station, 
explored a fire engine, and sprayed a 
fire hose. The firefighters were great 
hosts, and the Community Explor-
ers learned about fire safety and that 
first responders are people who help 
them. 

Lee Chandler, history teacher, wrestling coach: The wrestling team took second 
in their region and qualified nine boys for state competition in Prescott. The young 
team performed very well at state, with 7 boys making it to the second day and 
two boys earning state medals. Senior Eric Mickelson took 3rd and senior Dominic 
Russo took 5th. The team placed 14th overall.

CDR Otis McCall, NJROTC 
teacher: The  NJROTC  Academ-
ic  team  took  second place  in  the  
NJROTC Brain Brawl  conducted at  
Moon Valley  High School  on Janu-
ary 20. Their finish qualifies  them  
for  the Area Eleven Super bowl to  
participate  in  the  NJROTC Aca-
demic  Super Bowl, alongside 9,252 
other cadets,  later  on this  Academic  
year hosted  again  by  Moon Valley 
High School. If THS wins,  the team  
can go  to Washington, D.C.  to  com-
pete against  all 650 Plus NJROTC 
units in  the Nation.

TBird 
TidBits

The Thunderbird High School Grad Night Committee is dedicated to pro-
vide a SAFE and SOBER celebration for the graduating Class of 2018.  As in 
years past, this class of seniors expressed an interest in going to Six Flags Magic 
Mountain in Valencia, CA.  The committee is tasked with the duty of organizing 
all aspects of this event:  transportation, park entry fees, chaperones, food, etc. 
This, as you can imagine, comes at a steep price, which many students would be 
unable to afford.  We would like to reduce the cost to the students as much as 
possible. Our target is $100 per student for the entire trip.  In order to do this, 
the committee is charged with the task of fundraising to offset these costs.  

We would like to thank the following Moon Valley neighbors who have al-
ready donated:  

Moon Valley Homeowner Association
Jake & Nancy  Sanford
Dennis & Ginny Drew
Paul Hartman & Martha McIntye
 
Please join the list of our sponsors. Your company/name will receive recogni-

tion in the school newsletter, The Thundergram, which is expose to all students 
and families in the Thunderbird High School community and also published in 
the Moon Valley Tattler.   Go to squareup.com/store/ThunderbirdCPA to do-
nate.  If you have a Seniors at THS you can sign up and pay at that website also.   

THS Grad Night Committee

Grad Night Committee 
seeks donations for senior trip

Holly Monchamp, Spe-
cial Education Teacher: 
Science Fundamental stu-
dents creating a diagram of 
the Phases of the Moon with 
OREO cookies in Ms. Mon-
champ’s 6th and 7th hour. 
Students worked together to 
create their projects. 

DECA receives Gold Level certification for school enterprise 

The School-Based Enterprise at 
Thunderbird High School was among 
391 school-based enterprises in the 
United States achieving Gold Level 
Certification (or Gold Level Re-cer-
tification) this year and will be recog-
nized at DECA’s International Career 
Development Conference in Atlanta, 
Georgia. The students who worked 
on the certification were Daniel 
Schueler & Kaleb Robertson with 
the assistance of their advisor, Tracy 
Robinson. The school-based enter-
prise at Thunderbird has operated for 
3 years and is to be commended for 
this achievement.

A school-based enterprise (SBE) 
is an entrepreneurial operation in a 
school setting that provides goods 
and services to meet the needs of the 
market. SBEs are managed and oper-

ated by students as hands-on learning 
laboratories that integrate National 
Curriculum Standards in Marketing, 
Finance, Hospitality and Management. 
Marketing educators and DECA advi-
sors have utilized this effective edu-
cational tool for over four decades to 
provide their students with realistic 
and practical learning experiences that 
reinforce classroom instruction, en-
hance 21st century skill development, 
and prepare students for college and 
careers. 

DECA’s School-based Enterprise 
Certification Program was developed 
to provide recognition for outstanding 
achievement by school-based enter-
prises and to motivate SBEs to strive 
for excellence and growth. SBEs can 
be certified at three levels: Bronze, Sil-
ver or Gold. In order to apply for the 
certification, SBEs must submit exten-
sive documentation that demonstrates 

their adherence to various mar-
keting and retail standards. After 
the documentation is submitted, 
a review committee evaluates 
the documentation to determine 
which level of certification has 
been achieved.

DECA’s activities assist in the 
development of academically 
prepared, community oriented, 
professionally responsible, experi-
enced leaders. 

Tracy Robinson 
DECA Advisor



Need to know: Testing

  The Time is NOW! 

Seniors, now is the time to 
secure finances for your 

post-secondary school plans!

Fill out the FAFSA for grants 
and loans at http://www.

fafsa.ed.gov/. Scholarships are 
available online through the 
THS website at  http://thunder 
bird.guhsdaz.org/academics/
CareerCenter and in the Career 
Center. If you have already been 

COUNSELINGcorner

Jason Latham
Assistant Principal, Student Services 

awarded a scholarship, let Ms. Ke-
kic in the Career Center know so 
you can be included in the Honors 
and Awards ceremony.  

Juniors, if you’re university-
bound, this spring is the time 

for you to take the SAT - ACT! 

 ALL JUNIORS are taking the ACT 
on campus April 3 for FREE! You 

can use this testing opportunity as 
your official scores for college ap-

plications.

Both tests are equally ac-
cepted as college entrance 

exams. If you want help deciding 
on whether or not to take the SAT 
as well, see you Counselor.

If you are on free/reduced 
lunch please see Ms. Kekic in 

the Career Center for a test fee 
waiver for the SAT or to retake 
the ACT. Visit www.act.org and 
www.collegeboard.org for more 
information.

Summer is the perfect time to 
make sure you prepared for 

your post-secondary plans!

 Credit-recovery summer 
school is offered in a variety 

of ways should students need 
to catch up on credits in order 
to graduate on time.  Visit your 
counselor for options.

Enrichment-type summer 
programs are also available. 

See Ms. Kekic in the Career Cen-
ter or visit the Career Center’s 
website for options: http://
thunderbird.guhsdaz.org/    
wacademics/CareerCenter 

Questions? Comments? 
Concerns?  Call Counseling 

at 623-915-8915 with inquiries.

March 14  
Pre-ACT Testing Day (Altered Schedule)

Testing:  8 a.m. – 12 p.m.
Freshmen: PSAT10 (only selected freshmen)

Sophomores: Pre-ACT (only sophomores that choose 
to take)

Testing:  8 a.m. – 8:55 a.m. 
Freshmen – Sophomores:  AzMERIT Reading 

Practice Exam
 Juniors – ACT Pre-Bubbling
 Seniors:  Report to School at 9am

REGULAR CLASSES BEGIN AT 9 a.m.

April 3
 Testing:  8 a.m. – 12 p.m.  

(NO CLASSES AFTER TESTING)
 Freshmen: AzMERIT Writing
 Sophomores: AzMERIT Writing
 Juniors: ACT
 Seniors: ELA 7-8 PBA

April 4
Testing:  8 a.m. – 12 p.m.  

(NO CLASSES AFTER TESTING)
Freshmen: Transition Program Activity

 Sophomores: AIMS Science
 Juniors: AzMERIT Writing

Seniors: ELA 7-8 PBA or AP Review Sessions 

April 10 
(Lunch Schedule TBD)

Testing Phase I:  8 a.m. – 11 a.m.
 Freshmen: AzMERIT Reading
 Sophomores: AzMERIT Reading

Testing Phase II:  11:35 – 2:35 p.m.
 Juniors: AzMERIT Reading 
Seniors: AP Review, College Tours, Complete ELA 7-8 

PBA, Enrichment

April 11
Testing:  8 a.m. – 12 p.m. 

(NO CLASSES AFTER TESTING)
 Freshmen: AzMERIT Math
 Sophomores: AzMERIT Math

Juniors: AzMERIT Math
Seniors: AP Review, Complete ELA 7-8 PBA, 

Enrichment

Thunderbird High School is offering a preparation course to help students reach his/
her potential on the SAT or ACT.  The course helps students perform at their highest abil-
ity levels by acquainting them with how each test is specifically structured.  Throughout 
the course, we will teach test-taking strategies specifically geared toward the SAT and 
ACT tests as well as tricks embedded in their makeup.  While we encourage students to 
take the course for the particular test they are taking, if they have a conflict, they can 
take any of the three options.  As of 2016, both the SAT and ACT are very similar. We will 
discuss the differences between the ACT and SAT in any of the classes.

 
The cost of the course is $75, which includes the lessons as well as preparation materi-

als your student can take home with them for further practice.  The $75 is eligible for 
the extra-curricular tax credit, which is a dollar for dollar reduction of your Arizona state 
income tax liability.  There are 3 options for these 12 hour courses.

 
Option 1        ACT (all Juniors will be taking the ACT test on April 3 at Thunderbird)
Part 1:  Saturday, March 10, from 8 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. (lunch on your own 11- noon)
Part 2:  Saturday, March 31, from 8 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. (lunch on your own 11- noon)
[March 17 and 24 are the two Saturdays during Spring Break]
 
Option 2        SAT (primarily for students taking the SAT in May)
Part 1:  Saturday, April 21, from 8 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. (lunch on your own 11- noon)
Part 2:  Saturday, April 28, from 8 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. (lunch on your own 11- noon)
 
Option 3         SAT (primarily for students taking the SAT in June)
Part 1:  Thursday, May 24, from 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. (the first day after finals)
Part 2:  Friday, May 25, from 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Part 3:  Tuesday, May 29, from 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.
 
The classes will be held in Room I-216, in the Media Center, at Thunderbird High 

School.  
 
The scores on the ACT or SAT serve 2 primary purposes:  (1) it may make a differ-

ence for whether your student gets into a certain university and (2) it can increase the 
amount of financial aid they receive from a school.  A recent graduate earned a full-ride 
4-year scholarship based upon his PSAT score after taking our similar PSAT class. 

 
To register your student, (1) call or email Eric Casper (eric.casper@guhsdaz.org) and 

(2) pay the Thunderbird High School bookstore.  The fee, which can be paid with cash or 
check, is payable to Thunderbird High School. The seats are filled on a first-come, first-
served basis.  If you have any questions, please contact Eric Casper at (623) 915-8900, 
ext. 7100.

ACT, SAT prep courses offered 
Eric Casper 
Math Teacher

 Prom is Saturday, May 12 at    
7:30 p.m. Tickets will be sold for 

$35 from May 1st-5th, and for $40 
from May 8th-12th. Tickets are sold 
through the bookstore, during lunch 

and after school, and only cash is 
accepted. 

Prepping 

Prom
for
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Public Notification of Nondiscrimination
Annual Public Notification of Nondiscrimination Glendale Union High School District does not discriminate 
on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age or disability in admission to its programs, services or ac-
tivities, in access to them, in treatment of individuals, or in any aspect of their operations. GUHSD provides 

equal access to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups. GUHSD Career & Technical Education 
Department does not discriminate in enrollment or access to any of the programs available, such as busi-
ness, applied technology, FACS, nursing, and fire science. The lack of English language skills shall not be a 

barrier to admission or participation in the district’s activities and programs. GUHSD does not discriminate 
in its hiring or employment practices. This notice is provided as required by Title VI of the Civil Rights Act 
of 1964, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, the 
Age Discrimination Act of 1975 and the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990. Questions, complaints or 
requests for additional information regarding these laws may be forwarded to the designated compliance 

coordinator(s), call 623-435-6006 or 623-435-6067, 7650 N. 43 Ave., Glendale, AZ 85301

Notificación Pública Anual de No Discriminación:
El Glendale Union High School District (GUHSD) no discrimina en base a raza, color, nacionalidad, género, 

edad, o discapacidad de admisión a sus programas, servicios, o actividades, en acceso a ellas, en el 
tratamiento a individuos, o en ningún aspecto de sus operaciones.  GUHSD provee el acceso igual a los Boy 
Scouts y otros grupos designados para los jóvenes. El departamento de Educación Técnica y de Carreras de 
GUHSD no discrimina en su matriculación ni en el acceso a cualquier de sus programas disponibles, como 

negocios, la tecnología aplicada, FACS, enfermería, y formación para bomberos. La falta de habilidades con 
el inglés no será una barrera a la admisión ni la participación en las actividades del distrito y sus programas. 
GUHSD tampoco discrimina en sus contratos o prácticas de empleados. Esta noticia es provista y requerida 

por el Título VI del Acto de Derechos Civiles de 1964, Sección 504 del Acto de Rehabilitación de 1973, 
Título IX de la Enmienda Educativa de 1972, en el Acto de Era de Discriminación de 1975, y el Acto de los 
Estadounidenses con Habilidades Diferenciadas de 1990.  Ud. puede comunicarse con el coordinador de 
cumplimiento sobre preguntas, quejas, o para más información con respecto a estas leyes. Director de 

Operaciones y Atletismo, 623-435-6006 Directora de la Educación Especial 623-435-6067, 7650 N. 43rd Ave. 
Glendale, AZ 85301.
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Thunderbird is a 
proud member of 
the Glendale Union 
High School 
District 

Congratulations to the 
following Thunderbird band 
members for being selected 
to the Southwest Regional 

Band and Orchestra:

Luke Miller
Sophie Holder

Sam Islambekov
Stephen Strohmeyer

Rain Woodward
Corbin Kohtz 

The Southwest Region 
is comprised of 42 schools 

and selections are made 
through a live audition. The 

regional festival will be 
February 16th and 17th at 
McClintock High School.

Gordon Williford
Director of Bands
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Students of the Month 
Each month, teachers nominate students who showed exemplary behavior and outstanding effort from each department. Here are the winning 

students from November, December and January.

Eric Smith | Honors & Awards Chair

ALC
Nov. Andrew Bergstein
Dec. Ross Ball
Jan. Joey Pornmany
 
CTE 
Nov. Daniel Schueler
Dec. Amanda Gibbons
Jan. Kendry Johnson
 
ELL 
Nov. Chris Gibson
Dec. Matiol Lemi
Jan. Alejandro Perez Baten

World language
Nov. Nathaniel Ortiz
Dec. Madison Wolff
Jan. Blanca Alvarez

language arts 
Nov. Veronica Alonzo Loza
Dec. Jessica Zylstra
Jan. Jaisi Ratliff
 
Math  
Nov. Ma’ayanah Avent
Dec. Briana Kane
Jan. Morgan Jones
 
Physical education 
Nov. Jimmie Buhl
Dec. Ellie St. Clair
Jan. Douglas White
 
PerforMing arts
Nov. Bridgette Hansen
Dec. Brendan Christensen
Jan. Payten Romero

ROTC  
Nov. Susan Brito Ramirez
Jan. Donovan Pichon

science
Nov. Jonny Collins
Dec. Marie Simon
Jan. Destiny Moore
 
social studies 
Nov. Eryx Hufana
Dec. Jenny Maiorella
Jan. Melissa Sanchez Cruz
 
Visual arts 
Nov. Kevin Evans
Dec. Madison Brady
Jan. Keara Bolze

rotary  
Dec. Caroline Tuskai
Jan. Benjamin Ellington 

chief Pride aWard
December: 
Andrew Bergstein
Luis Caballero
Zachary Bayardi
Nely Lopez Santiago
Sydnie Glover
Xavior Antunez
Montel Lovejoy
Matthew Alden

chief Pride aWard
Niovember:
Moses Thurman
Angel Najar Escalante
Denisa Ivut
Anthony Reyes 
Gonzalez
Deyanira Valdez Zorrilla
Lincoln Buule
Alan Montesinos Juarez
Briana Chavez Chavez chief Pride aWard

January: 
Evelyn Garcia De Anda
McKayla McEntire
Imelia Saunders
Samuel Benson
Ethan Cotter
Favior Warner
Ei Ei Phyo
Angel Farias Marquez

outstanding seniors
Nov. Zachary Ziebarth & 
Deborah Lin
Dec. Benjamin Ellington 
& Rachel Violette
Jan. Nicholas Cady & 
Lily Hoke

Regional 
Band Members

Tracy Robinson, DECA Advisor: 
On January 22, 25 of Thunderbird’s 
Marketing students traveled to ASU 
West to compete the in the District 
Competition.  Ten students received 
one or more medals in their competi-
tions. 
Anna Wheeler, Hotel and Lodging Manage-
ment
Jenna Solheim, Food Marketing
Jacob Fink, Automotive Services Marketing
Emma Koziczkowski, Apparel and Accessories 
Marketing
Dalton Baugh, Food Marketing
Carderay Stafford, Hotel and Lodging Man-
agement
Goran Dzudza, Hospitality Services Team De-

cision Making
Lucas Ware, Hospitality Services Team Deci-
sion Making
KateLynn Lebune Wallwork, Principles of 
Marketing
Kaleb Robertson, Quick Service Restaurant 
Management

Jenn Kekic, Cheer Coach: Varsity 
Cheer competed at AIA State on Janu-
ary  20 at Chase Field. We placed 4th 
in the State for DIV II CO-ED. This 
was a huge accomplishment for us for 
only having 8 varsity team members. 
At Nationals, February 23-25, there 
were 27 teams in Small Intermediate 
Show cheer. We didn’t get the outcome 

we were hoping for in making finals, but 
they did well and are determined for 
next year.

Michael Jacobs, Baseball Coach: 
On February 3rd, former Chief and cur-
rent Major League Baseball player Eric 
Sogard hosted his annual youth camp. 
Players in grades 4-8 participated in 
a half-day camp that included 1-on-1 
fielding and hitting instruction with So-
gard who plays for the Milwaukee Brew-
ers. 

All proceeds from the camp are do-
nated to the Chiefs Baseball program. 
Sogard also donates cleats and turfs to 
the Varsity players and coaching staff.Students Recognized


